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—

A ragtag team of pilots from various planets competeina
galactic race with a young girl primed to win the prize: her
heart's fondest desire. Aw.

———

JOINTLY PRODUCED BY French and Japanese

companies, Oban Star-Racers isn’t typical Eastern
anime. It’s not exactly Western either, mixing
influences from both schools of animation. But
it’s not unique in this — there’s a long history of
Franco-Japanese co-production, and Oban Star-
Racers will strike a chord with anyone who grew
up watching Ulysses 31 or Mysterious Cities of Gold.
Eva Wei's life is alonely one; her motheris dead
and her racing team manager father never visits
her atboardingschool. After her dad misses her
15th birthday, she seeks him out, only to find that
he doesn’trecognise her. Adopting the moniker
‘Molly’, she poses as a gifted mechanicin orderto
join her father’s team. DID YOU KNOW?
When Team Weiis picked | ObanStar-Racerswas
by the governmentof Earth | basedonashortmovie
torepresent the planetin the called Molly, Star Racerthat

was created by Sav! The
fabled Race of Oban, Molly | o 14 i premeredin 2001

eventuallybecomes their various songs by J-pop diva
pilotand Earth’sbest hope Ayumi Hamasaki, winning
of victory. The prize of the various prizes, including the

Race of Obanis her heart’s ' 2001LEAF Award.

desire, and naturally Molly wishes tobringback her
beloved mother. On the way she also begins to prove
to her dad that she’saworthwhile and capable
human being. It’s all very sweet, actually.

The audiois English-onlybut the dubisastrong
one and the cast composed of actors who putalotof
emotioninto their parts, while the series’ Japanese
origins come out in the sparky openingand sedate
ending themes composed by maestro Yoko Kanno.

The artstyle is pleasingly soft, with interesting
character designs thatare arefreshing change from
more usual anime styles, and a fantasticline in 3D
spaceshipsandracers.

The ragtag crew are engaging and the varied
collection of aliens (who literally come in all shapes
and sizes) is visuallyimaginative, all of which make
Oban Star-Racers something quite special.

Extras: The extras aren’t too shabby, with a Jetix
promotional trailer,information on theracers,an
art gallery featuring character, mechaandship
designs, alternative openingsequences, atrailer
and a ‘Race Against Toros’ mini-game. Lesley Smith




