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Ancient secrets lurk in the shadows of modern-day Tokyo
in this darkly addictive, supernatural tale.

FOR THE PAST few years, the Japanese artist
oroup known as CLAMP has been crafting dark,
gothic tales with supernatural overtones, most
notably the hit series xxxHOLiC. This theme

is also evident in Legal Drug, which the quartet
created back in 2000 but is only now seeing a
UK release. Set in the Tokyo, the series populates
the shadows of Japan’s busiest metropolis with
creatures and demons.

The protagonist is Kazahaya Kudo, a gifted
young man able to see visions when he touches
people oritems, agiftheisonlyjustlearningto
control. After nearly dyingin the snow (the hows
and whys of which we don’t yetknow), heisrescued
by telekinetic Rikuo Kudo. He wakes in the Green
Drugstore in Tokyo to the offer of accommodation
and ajobworkingat the store. Butthe owner,

Kakei, hassomething
else inmind for the =
duo, using their unique

abilities in out-of-hours
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assignments that pit
them againstcreatures, [
ghostsand ghouls from
Japanese myth.
Kazahayaand Rikuo’s

relationship with one anotheris akey partof
Legal Drug; each needs the otherbut theirsis very
much alove-hate relationship and the interaction
between them provides friction that moves the
story along. There isalso heavy subtextand several
splash panels suggesting that their relationship s
much deeperthanitappears, giving the storyan
emotional twist. (An undertone of shonen-ai — boy
love —isinthe comic,butitis notan overtone.)

Exquisitely drawn with anemphasis onstark,
black and white art that really accentuates the tone,
this series is destined for cultstatus. The characters
are all very mysterious, with little personal
background, and thisis partly what makes the story
interesting, as there are so many questions just
waiting tobe answered in future volumes.

Legal Drugis adarkly addictive tale and the first
volume is enough to hook DID YOU KNOW?

youandleave youwanting At the moment, Legal Drug
more. Regardless ofwhether | isinlimbo. Three volumes

you've read mangabefore, | havebeenproducedso
thisis abeautifully crafted E;ESUF:EE StUr‘i;r'f “”hfha

. of the way through.
series to be savoured. An White (L AMP has stated

excellentread for hardened
manga fans and newbies

alike. Lesley Smith

they intend to continue the
series, it has not yet been
| restarted in Japan.




