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The hapless demon Marller returns with a tiny sidekick,
determined to drive Belldandy back to Heaven.

EVERY SERIESHAS AWEAKRUN, usually towards
the end of aseries. (Everything’s susceptible toit
—think of the middle chunk of season three of the
usually superb Battlestar Galactica, for instance.)
This volumeisit for Ah! My Goddess, essentially a
bunch offiller episodes of varying quality before
the series gains proper momentum for the final
two volumes. The romance between Belldandy and
Keiichi proceeds at asnail’s pace and mini-goddess
Skuld creates a new friend, the robot Banpei-

kun. The fine animation (exemplifiedinascene
when Belldandy uses her full power as a first class
goddess) and Banpei-centric episode are about the
only thingwhich makes this disc anythingmore
thantolerable.

Continuingon from the previous volume, Urd is
dyingto give her sister’sromance amuch needed
kick up the fundament, which of course goes
horribly wrong, as these things are so often wontto
do.Some comic reliefcomesin the form of Marller,
the hapless demonwhoisdetermined towreck
the gang’s cozy lives, at which she fails constantly
~ being shot down automatically by Banpei-kun
while Keiichi drinks teaand unwisely enlisting the
miniature god of poverty as herlackey. Belldandy
getsthe restofthe jokes with her ‘jealousy storms’;
as Marller forces Keiichi into questionable
situations, thunder and rainstorms suddenly
appear overhead and vanish asecond later when
Belldandy realizes he’s actually being helpful.

Sadly, the English dub and subtitles continue to
be intenselyirritating, evenifthe Americancastdo
“try to make their performances sound believable.
It’s Something of awasted effort, however, with
Belldandy still referringto ‘Mr. Keiichi’. The
Japanese dub and dulcet tones of Kikuko Inoue are
far preferable; evenifthe subtitles are periodically
mistranslated, this version remains a thousand
times better than the English one.

DIP,YDU KNOW: Extras: Aswith the previous
Thisis actually the fourth g . ,
time Jananese voie actors discsin theseries, there’re
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Yumi Tooma(Urd)andAya | closingsequence whichis
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Mini-Goddessseries and have abit more effort next
the theatrical movie. time, eh? Lesley Smith




